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Separate paging is given to this Part in order that it may be filed as a separate compilation. 








PART VI. w 
Proceedings of the Council of the Governor General of India, assembled for the» hx’ 
purpose of making Laws and Regulations, e 


GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT, 


aUENS APSE A ae *4 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNCIL OF THE GOVERNOR GENERAL OF INDIA, 
ASSEMBLED FOR THE PURPOSE OF MAKING LAWS AND REGULATIONS 
UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE INDIAN COUNCILS ACTS, * 


1861 AND 1892 (24 & 25 VICT., C. 67, 
AND 55 & 56 VICT., C. 14). 





The Council met at Government House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 17th January, 
, . 1908, 
, | PRESENT : 


His Excellency the Earl of Minto, P.c., G.C.M.G., G.M.S.1., G.M.LE., Viceroy 
and Governor General of India, -esiding. 
His Excellency General Viscount Kitchener of Khartoum, G.C.B., O.M. 
G.C.M.G., G.C.LE. Commander-in-Chief in India, 
The Hon'ble Mr. H. Erle Richards, K.c, 
The Hon'ble Mr, E. N. Baker, C.s.1. q 
The Hon’ble Major-General ©. H. Scott, C.B., R.A: 
The Hon’ble Sir Harvey Adamson, Kt., C.S.1. im 
The Hon'ble Mr. J. F. Finlay, c.s.1. 
The Hon’ble Mr. J. O. Miller, C.S.1. 
The holt Sir Rameshwara Singh, K.C.1E., sishiaie Bahadur of 
_. The Hon'ble oie Mtinshi Madho Lal. 
The Hon’ble Mr. oh ee Rao Madhav Chitnavis, C.1.E. 
_ The Hon'ble Mr, H. W. W. Reynolds. 
_. The Hon'ble Mr. F. A, Slacke, C.S.1, 
«~The Hon’ble Mr, .H. A. Sim, C.1LE. 
ota aa naked Tikka Sahib Reais Singh of Nabha. 


9 me eae te 
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Cece ee ah Said Abana et les * AS cc) i AOE Pte 


The Hon'ble Mr. se 
‘The Hon'ble Maung Bah Too, K.S M 


The Hon'ble Mr. W. W. Drew, : 
The Hon'ble Nawab “Saiyid Moma Sahib Bahadur. 


en i: gate Maer H. Merk, C.S.1 Pie ge ibe pay i 


CORONERS (AMENDMENT) BILL. 
"The Hon’ble SiR HARVEY ADAMSON moved that the Bill ‘ea ‘e b ; 


ig the Coroners Act, 1871, and the Prisoners Act, 1900. be referredtoa 
ct of the Hon’ble Mr. Richards, the Hon'ble — 





ie 





Committee consisting 0 


Gokhale, the Hon’ble Mr. Apcar, the Hon'ble Mr. Drew and ‘the mover, 


The motion was put and agreed to. . SiMe 


‘CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE BILL. Reet 7) 


He - geThe Hon’ble MR. RicHaRDS moved that the Bill to consolidate and 
-* amend the law relating to the Procedure of the Ccurts of Civil Judicature be 
referred to a Select Committee Seda the Hon’ble Munshi Madho Lal, 
the Hon’ble Mr. Sim, the Hon’ble Rashbehary Ghose, the Hon'ble 
> me: Saeed the Hon’ble ‘Maung Bah ao anil 2m mover, 2 ay 


* 








The motion was put and agreed to. 


INDIAN TRUSTS (AMENDMENT) BILL. 3 


"The Hon’ble SiR HARVEY ADAMSON moved | that the Bill further to * 
d the law relating to Private Trusts and Trustees Hi taken into Coneneeer: 





f ; ry : “The motion was put and agreed to. oe eye pea 
| The Hon’ble SiR HARVEY ADAMSON moved that the Bill be passed. Kr 





Ber The motion was put and agreed to. : ie 
Be Ke sf The Council adjourned to Friday, the gist ee 908 ) 


_J.M.MACPHERSON, 
Secretary to the Government of ae 2 
ul sae sesh 







. ‘as : F Cavcutt Aj 
The 17th Fanuary, 1908. 
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‘The Hon'ble Mr. ERLE  RicuaRns rica 
present the Report of the Select C ‘ittee 
= paca the laws Sorte tek the o edure of | 


annexed to it a copy © 
ommittee are shown in italicised ae 


“Jt will be seen from these pre pers that ¢ the | 
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coach ed ae re ' é 
Pri ps trustee serene 
and enacts that estates are to be apron an o! 

_ the existing law there is power for the c ‘to appoi 
_ this power has never been used so far as | 


aoa it. But two posals are em itl 
to creditors some influence in the administration: they are put 


Sictien The ae is that there ao be lenis of ; 
consider pro) for comet schemes of poe st 
consider the i sagolvent ’s affairs an he best method of dealing with gt 
This This wil be found in clause 23, or ere 9 specifies the 
nee is bound to obey the directions of creditors. 
the ultimate control is reserved to the Court — 
rules at agree in force in ne pce 4s made for similar oa, 
experience there appears s tos t Sry o Geo 
salis contained in Part V ; at is that in pres in the Court thinks it 
9 so, a Committee of inspection of of the creditors may be appointed. iis 
~ new to Indian law but is tho ht to Be er worth op jeration.. In eins ; 
‘has the recent case in s kind would ditor 
eee opportunity of assisting in the Se ie ae eer 
here again the powers of the j 
Court : if the experiment is to be tried it seems wise t 
te it; at any rate, un ntil it has been proved by experience. 


Part VI deals with as GAN Oa TOTS ee be of se 
nsiderable use in practice. 


Xa a « Part VII contains the penalty clauses. — 
“Yn Part VIII provision is made for the petits) sesidration ob 


estates. 
“Part IX contains powers to administer the estate of { aperton 4 


solvent. 
_« Part X authorises the Ceti to. ‘os ais 


Governor General in Council or of the Local Goye 
and does away with the necessity of obtaining 
‘rules. Under this power the | Courts will ene to retain the greater 

_ the existing rules ifitbe so desired. 

“These, my Lord, are the main 

which merit discussion, but | will not oe the time a Counci 

a’ them on the present occasion. i 

‘otes on Clauses. 

“The Bill, if it be passed, will 

tion of some legal sg Ie Under that Act insolvency proceedi 

aa have force inthe United Kin gdom, but proceedings under an diat 

operate outside India ; we 8s legislate for de 
at if we repeal the Act of 1848 we shall lose the adv 

in this respect. We shall then be inno better p 
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_ The 34h ‘Sir HARVEY ane replied = Ceres poe 
Government are aware that the failure ‘of Messrs. Arbuthnot, 
prey fey ‘losses’ to members of all Classes of the com who > 


< . The le question w whether the ides should be revise 
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i especially hosiery, m ade in Japan have an _advanta 
dia in the mar et here? — + the. Government furth 
Mills of 


ent of the Bémoani Pat 
nt of Japan underselling: 
to tes such steps in the mat 
etition of this aairighaee 


Government have no definite paerngtinn regarding 
question, but they will make enquiries i 
i avalible. Until they lege the’ facts of the ce the they a 


ma de say oe it will be gine to o take erate 


‘1s, the Government aware that” 
mally all over the country pedis 
aut importance of sigd ew yoigis3 
v i ieee 


statistics. available a ob show that e 
‘over the whole of India, but it ha t 
of the country and we th a 
mena nial nise the par 





ene, Ai so tions 


; wi She ail 'very 


d to ¢  g we, Fy 


pe 


PET LF 
S. Ve a) 





“ In view ‘of the present 
nce of any Said se the 
at ues 


tutional change is the need 
ic health. Whilejwelcoming the sma 
anitary improvement, | trust Is 
of rupees seems utterly in 
however, as an haonce’ Ke 0) 


“yey new departure: 





ee ane 
cuss ssi0N, ly my Be eats essor, 1 rope te nt 0 a 


d expenditure of sar pn 
4 


sap wage of hat’ sul “psoas. AS liberal Rey Ss, wes 
; wat ester the — 

















“1 desire also to urge t 
intial allotment for railways: At 
is that from Henzada to Ky ° 
“gress is slow indeed, Yet there ‘are many proj 
* ut atan early date. There is the all-important ii 
States ; there are lines in the Delta of the Irrawaddy ;, the on 
to Chittagong with eventual connection between India and Burma. — re 
afe the most important among many proposed railways. — 1 trust that in 
the distribution of available funds Burma will not ‘be overlooked, but that a 
substantial allotment may be made for new lines and that at least one important — 
work, preferably the Southern Shan States line, may be begun next open — 


season. i : , on i 
“In conclusion, | beg to say that Burma yields to no Province ‘ofthe 
Empire in loyalty to the British Crown and in appreciation of the benefits of : 
settled Government. She has a special claim to the consideration, care ané 
sympathy of her rulers.” ; yh le a laa 
The Hon'ble Mr. APCAR said :—“ My Lord, as regards Railways and 
Railway Finances, I have to congratulate the Hon'ble Member on the fact. that — 
he was able after all to provide 15 crores for Railway Capital Expenditure during 
rie Geet and on his having provided for a 15-crore programme for 1908-4909. 
At the same time it is to be regretted that there should have been any question a 
to whether this amount of oe would be provided or not. The uncertainty 
as to what funds will be available for each Railway over a series of years must 
greatly increase the difficulty of the Railway Administrations in providing ades 
quate facilities to meet the expansion of trade nd must also prevent the best - 
a Singur made of the money. The inability of open lines to,deal with the 
traffic which some years ago was expanding rapidly and which is still expanding, 
and which I believe will continue to expand at an equal, if not greater, ratio, is 
largely due to the short-sighted policy of the past. That the Railway Board 
have now seen their way to provide for expenditure on open lines to the; . 2; 
extent of 6014 lakhs and also a sum for rolling-stock to an extent of 574} lakhs 
_ jg satisfactory. I only hope that these sums are sufficient, but I fear they are 
not, for there 1s still a very great amount of lee way tobe caught up on account 
of the policy which existed during previous years. With a rapidly increasing 
trade, works designed as sufficient for what is called the immediate future 
are often already almost insufficient as soon as the works are completed. I have 
‘said I believe that it is the mistaken policy in the early years of this century, 
when the demands of the Railway Administrations for open ling works were 
criticised and cut down to meet immediate requirements, which is accountab 
for the difficulties which are now experienced in degling with the*present traffic. 
Although I rejoice to see that the 15-crore hy gm is to be worked to 
1908-1909, I believe that it is‘extremely doubtful whether a 15-crore pro 1 
is mificieat and whether we do not now require for the Railway works in 
__§@ 20-Crore or even alarger programme. peasy We pen 
i “ With reap to the eye Accounts, hog Pe mae p 
_ mot shown, such a large surplus uring 1907-1908 as was anti ipated, yel 
is a satisfact surplus and the Railway property of the Gareunnsh ee 
_ is a most valuable asset. During the coming year the nett receipts 
_ mated at a slightly larger figure than during the past or presen és 
evident that gross receipts are steadily increasing, and though the - 
for working expenses to increase at a faster ratio than 
wondered at, since in addition to the Capital | 
portion of the expenditure necessary — 


















































































The satisfactory movement in recent y 
ust also be taken into account. \ 
East Indian Railway and other Ra 

end tickets and other holidays. . W 
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g expenses to receipts is not surprising and atm 
greatly regret hat Sir James Mackay's Committee were unable to vis 
consult personally with the Chambers of Commerce regarding 

and other matters. I believe, however, that most Chambers of Com- 






from the General Finances of India, so that the funds necessary 
development may be raised to a greater extent than formerly on the security 
the Railway property. Sundry suggestions have been made that the Railways 
should all be worked by the State, but I believe such views are only held by a 
‘small ‘section of the public and that the general opinion would be that, as 
Government in the past have been unable to supply funds to the extent. which 
our Railways have undoubtedly required, the working of the Railways by 
Companies should be further extended and that such Companies should be 


‘merce in India have reported in favour of the separation of the away uae Sieh 
or a ee 


ag facilities to raise funds for the development of their lines as required 


mtimetotime. Hd 
- “In my remarks last year on the Budget I referred to the fact that two engi- 


neering firms in Calcutta had recently put down wagon-constructing plant, 


a 
. 


and I urged that ribet A aig, Ls should be given to them to extend their | 


works, especially as a large percentage of the expenditure on rolling-stock is for 
labour, which sum might very well be expended in the country. I regret to learn 
that these works have not at present got sufficient orders and that they may 


have to reduce their establishment. I hope that steps will be taken to obviate — 


this and to ensure that a steady flow of works should be given to those who by 
thejr enterprise have started wagon works in India. 


“1 would desire to refer to the question of the construction of new lines, — 


This I thoroughly agree must be subservient to the requirements of pein 
lines, and the Railway Board with the limited resources at their comman 

have undoubtedly acted wisely in fixing the allotment for new lines at a very 
small figure. The necessity for this is to be regretted, and in the interests of 
India as ‘a whole and in the interests of trade I would have been glad to see 
a very much larger allotment had funds permitted of it. However small the 


sums available for new lines, 1 consider that the Sara Bridge Project should © 


have found a e inthe allotment for new works. The commercial com- 
munity of Calcutta consider that this is the most urgent undertaking and cannot 
but look with amazement on the fact that this project, which has been urged by 
the Chamber of Commerce ‘and the Calcutta community for years, has not yet 
received sanctién of Government. So much has on former occasions been 
said as to the necessity for this urgent work, and seeing that the Commission 
appointed to report on it most strongly advised more than a year ago that the 
work should be undertaken without delay, that it isa matter of great surprise 


that even with the small sums available for new construction a grant should not 


have been given for the Sara Bridge. — io pues 
“The necessity put forward for starting the Nagpur-Itarsi is on account 
of famine conditions. Still I consides that this line, which is estimated to cost 
Pec gin might well have waited till the completion of the Sara Bridge 
_ “As regards the allotment for a short line of 44 miles to serve Messrs. 
Tata’s Iron and Steel Works, I believe that the construction of this work must 
be undertaken at once to comply with an coaches _ given that a branch line 
ron Ore deposits would be made by the Bengal- Railway as 












required by the Tata Iron and Steel Works for the construc: 
Pea of larg _iron and steel works with capital 
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¢ Commissioners early in October, 1896, 
things if Caleatta, They hed for the most pert 
so fully se h, by Mr. Beverley’s Commission in 1884. But 

"Calcutta to the commercial world st Targe have been drawa iatertcly 
ji Cal the comm world a ve been drawn materially 
cal yoni imnc ae pose a 
uses—the great extension of communications which has taken place throughout the 
Babe ay loa Bombay, the Punjab and the North-Western Provinces now know only — 






large and increasing extent. This is due to 


; a infectious diseases from one country to another, and 
wth of the science of bacteriology, which traces disease to microscopic organisms - 
secks to ascertain the conditions which govern the development of these organisms and 
transmission from place to place. It follows that as the interests threatened 
n_ the first instance those of the foreign trade, not of Calcutta only, but of the whole of 
Northern India and Assam, the time has come for the representatives of the commercial 
community to take an active part in the administration of the City. I say in the first 
instanct advisedly, for there is no interest in Calcutta that must not stand or fall with the 
how a fii tells fa salen, lamers wl lose the Canad, wooo eee Tie 

ouse- win In ie. Ose chen schoois their pu y 
sit Caiaatta til hacesss a city of toe ten et Da, wit 

_ “These were Sir Herbert Risley’s remarks in the Bengal Council on the 

igth Marck 1898. My Lord, I can add nothing to them. The state of things _ 
then disclosed has remained the same Bey long years. I would ask how much 
longer is this to continue and how much longer are we to have the stereotyped © 
reply of the Home Member that ‘there is every prospect of the scheme for the 
improvement of Calcutta soon coming to a successful issue.’ These were the 
words used by ,the Hon’ble the Home Member exactly twelve months ago. 
May I ask if the word ‘soon’ is understood by Government to mean something 
different to the ordinary acceptation of the word?” ; 

The Hon'ble Mr. GOKHALE said :—“ My Lord, I confess it was with a 
sense akin to relief that I read the opening phs of the Statement 
which the Hon'ble Member has laid before the Council this year. Direct 
expenditure on famine relief is a fair test of the extent and intensity of a famine. 
And judged by this test, the calamity that has overtaken the country again this 
year, though undoubtedly very great, is still not so appalling as the famines of 
1877 or 1897 or 1900. The famine of 1877 cost the State for purposes of 
direct relief a sum of 7} crores of rupees; that of 1897 also cost nearly 74 
crores; while in 1900 the amount expended exceeded 9}-crores.. Compar 
with these figures, one feels thankful that this year’s famine will not require 
more than two crores for direct relief, Of course this is on the assumption that 

‘the next rainfall will be normal, and for the present one can only hope that it will. 
be mena Meanwhile it is a pleasure to acknowledge the manner in which the 
Government is endeavouring to meet the distress everywhere, By far the largest 
area affected is in the United Provinces, and these Provinces are fortunate in their 
present ruler. I am sure Sir John Hewett’s famine administration will be re- 
membered as gratefully as that of Sir Antony MacDonell in the same Proy- 
inces in 1897, and of Sir Andrew Fraser in the Central Provinces in 1900. 
“Tam not sure that the Hon’ble Member is quite correct when he says _ 






























that the financial position of this year is ‘than that in 1900-1901. ‘It — 
is en Gee in 1900-1901 for oar small 
surplus of £160,000, while the Hon’ble Member estimates the surplus for the — 
: £571,900. But in the first place Mr. Clinton Dawkins had 

‘1900 with a surplus of over 4 crores of rupees, after finding 
maplper faba bush whereas Se sapbend Member, — 

See with x. eurplee of 35. lakhs. only “ven this 

an real. It is a surplus in the accounts of 

Provincial 
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' attracts and promises to continue to attract __ 





© Darticularly in the more congested 








us for 1990-01 a 
at the end of the year turne out to be ab 
figure budgeted for, and this after spending oy 
On the other hand, the Hon'ble Member provi 

relief during the coming year and he budgets for a surp 
which we have a further pe cg of cash balances by 
to the extent of 79 lakhs. This does not show that al positit 
- is stronger than it was eight years ago. Of course the level of taxation has 
been lowered since 1900, but that does not alter the real character the co 
parison. NEE aN Aah Rees a 2 
“There is one observation of the Hon'ble Member ‘on the subje 
ear’s famine to which I deem it necessary to take — -exceptio 
on’ble Member points out that the number of those who are in oe 
relief this year is smaller than on the last two occasions, he | 5 
reasonable conclusion that this is partly due ‘to the A reg mab $ of t 
ple’ Now, my Lord, I think the facts which the Hon'ble Member him 
mentions in his statement—v7z., that the failure of crops has been less extens? 
and less complete this time than in 1897 or 1900, and that takavi advat 
‘been made far more liberally and’ far more promptly than. before —are ‘itl 
selves quite sufficient to explain the difference in the number of 
State relief, Considering the extent of the area affected, the depth 
caused, and other circumstances of this yest? famine, I vet 
one and a half millions is not at all a small number to. 
at this time of the year, 1 canassuré the Hon'ble Member that no one will 
better pleased than myself if the Government of India will order a regular and ¢ 
‘ful enquiry into the condition of a few typical villages so as to ascertain whe 
the resisting powers of the people’ 4 «eich or diminishing. The Famine 
Union in London has been demanding such anjenquiry for a number of years, and — 
ot a few distinguished names in England have associated themselves with this — 
al But the Government of India, for reasons best known to itself, shrinks 
ua such an investigation. That being so, | think the Hon'ble Member is_ vies 
pot entitled to deduce such a conclusion from such slender premises in so 
important a matter, The F amine Commission of 1898 tried in the c a 
their enquiries to collect some evidence on this subject. — And their c 
‘ which I think still holds good, is worth quoting. After referring to certain 
whose condition, in the opinion of the ‘Commission, had probably im 
they observe :— - Pete) SEA aie Se 8 tas est 
‘ Beyond these classes, there always has existed, and there neg does 
section of the community living ahand to mouth existegee, with a low tandar 
and abnormally sensitive to the effects of inferior harvests and calamities 
This section is very large and includes pein, ware of day labourers: 
skilled of the artisans. So far as we have — _ able to form a general op ion 
difficult question from the evidence we have heard and the statistics placed 
the wages of these people have not risen in the last twenty years in due prop: 
"rise in prices of their necessaries of life. The experience of the recent f 
og t that this section of the community has shown any larger command | 
any increased power of resistance. Far from contracting, it seems to be ¢ 
Bee ie ; districts. Its sensitiveness or hab 
> instead of diminishing, is poss! ly becoming more accentuated, as larger ai 
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- ful forces supervene and make their effects felt 
by purely local conditions.’ pan isie tS A 
As regards small cultivators, who 

[do not believe they have as yet had tim 
‘of recent famines. It should be remem 
uring the last two famines in crop 
crores of rupees. In Bombay, during | 
been free from any expenditure on direc 

ve fared almost as badly. In the i 
er only a year's respite to the peop 
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din the revised estimates of 1907-08, 
companied by the restriction of useful 
marked shrinkage of the surplus balanc 
Estimates of 1907-08 provid for a revenue of | 
Estimates showed only a revenue of £70,989,200. 
to be reduced from £7 1,725,000 to ; "70, 1 
the end of the year ‘daned fm 274 200 . 

908-09, the revenue has been estimated at £73 

4 7,400, and the jus say. 
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sumption that the season will be normal.” In t! 
e understand why it is not in the power of 
way of remission of taxation or do 
d for the development of the ¢ 
riment of that much-needed 
the Judicial and the Exe 
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thinking men. 
 . & My’ ‘Lord, we have it hia’ 
keynote of the British administration in Ini 
intentions on the part of our rulers there can 
wants, in the midst of the new ideals born of West 
ent, is some practical steps tn advance in in 
e Indians are a most cache poy ito Pp 
‘secure their goodwill and allegiance is. irene cult. e, 
tion is sometimes a stumbling-block in ioe of their pr 
of some Government measutes. Kem are | y 
servers of men, and much « 
: ‘ment behave with them. 
> tent ong ag hat the 
with the vast mass of the population, th 
ymit that their voices demand earnest a 
A Government that stri 
ly ‘be accused of weakness. My L 
t of India for the expansion: of the Li 
of Advisory Boards is good in its sea 
tke it areal boon the Government will see i 
As I have already stated my views on the subject 
consider it necessary to repeat them | 
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“My “Lord, 1 have seen it stated that “th export t 
on and creates a reserve W which can be drawn upon in | reper of” 
am afraid that this ‘ reserve’ is more or less a fiction 

. becoasatics of life, the prices of which have a tendency to “rise” 
with the rise in me price of the staple food-grains. _ If there had been 
“in the country there would have been a staying power with the 
But the facts prove otherwise. No sooner does one monsoon fail, or 
signs of failing, than scarcity at once begins to be felt. ins 

_ “My Lord, the price of rice, the staple food of Bengal, was peas wi 1-8 
per bitauad in Calcutta in 1866-67. Today it is between Rs. 7 and Rs. 8 per 
maund, This increase is phenomenal and perhaps unique ‘in the world’s prices 
of food withinso short a period. This rapid increase in the prices of fdod- 
grains has a reflex action on the rices of all other articles of human consumption, 
and until this tendency is brought under proper control, the results will be of a 
serious order. 1 know that the general i is. to cast all the responsibilit ae 
famine on the freaks of the monsoon. But monsoon. freaks occur 
more nor less frequency than they have ever done from the a of old, 


esent differs from the past in tl t there is no reserve of food now when fam 
urs and consequently no staying power among ‘the people. My Lord, 1 could 
much more in support of the proposal | have respectfully made, but 1) 
r Excellency will feel that | have said enough to influence the ‘Ab 
dia to make a wise concession to popular opinion and rant a Select Cue 3 

of Enquiry to examine into the “whole question of the Food Supply 
the G06 le and all s related thereto. Your Excellency is svat ta 
ommission would not have the same weight or authority in the eyes 

; » Fpablc. nor could it collect its information in the co ‘manner in which 
yernment Commission would have at its disposal, I need add t 
s conclusions and recommendations would not | have the same wei 
of an official Commission in the eyes ‘of the Government or 
Whatever might be the outcome ar. oficial Commission, | am sure 


that it would convince seta ngs eg Government had ee 
attempt to arrive at a solution the ac proviem a of te ey 


people. And this in itself would bee od aeiierrnnet: 
‘ would have to be inve wb go the 
‘question a and be invited to suggest the remedies which they “bik v ! 
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Fpeuncen’ ‘and Chambers: of ‘Commerce w 
modification, and Itefer to it in some detail beca’ 
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et Acts of 1856 and 1859. which i re based on | ' 
1852. Since that date many: further clit “have taken place in 
vention is regarded both from ‘the stan ! of the inventor and- 
d it is proposed to take early steps to obtain sanction to legislation ) 
ing the present system more into line with the ag ecg in 
Pe om. Suggestions put fo by the Pat : 
_ by the Department have been carefully 1 
under preparation. - This will, itis” 
when the necessary sanction ahd 
cism of the manufacturing public. 
“The orders re Calero 
Gardens define the atti 
 qgot is to remain in ate, in- 
pak a the question of its continuance on, 
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- the Department is ah eady co fdera 
when finally arranged, will not only greatl 
rially reduce the amount of work done at nig 


: ; rg hy Fie arkiece 
long. Atthe same time Government are aware th present sc 
insufficient and that there have been in the past its phe 
complaint. Some of these have already ‘beer remedied and act 
taken in respect of the others. A recommendation will shortly be made 
Secretary of State in respect of the pay of the staff. We recognise that — 
efforts will be necessary on the part o all concerned to carry out the reforms 

to build up atelegraph service that will be capable of performing its p 
functions. But we believe that the whole staff of the Department, superior as 
well as subordinate, will spare no pains endeavour to attain efficiency, 










































in the | 
andwe look with confidence to the public for their assistance and perh 
fora time for some forbearance while the measures that have been devis 
their interests are brought into full operation. Linen ee NS 
“The abolition of the office of Consulting Engineer on the 1st Jenny 1908 
marks a great change in the relations between Government and the ailway 
Companies and in the system of railway administration | in India, Hitherto 
this officer has been the medium through which the control of Goyernmtnt _ 
over the Railway Companies, usually of a minute character, has been exercised, — 
“The proposal to give greater freedom to Cv panies originated with 
Mr. Thomas Robertson and is now being carried into effect. T duties of | 
the Consulting Engineers as regards inspection have been transferred to Govern: _ 
ment Inspectors working directly under the Segue Board. Most of the 
powers of sanction which they formerly gaeeeest, and extended powers similar 
to those vested in weirs of State ng nave been delegated to the 
Companies’ Boards. The appointment of Railw Secretary to the Local 
vernment has been abolished in Bombay and ; a, but in Madras the 
Government Inspector will continue to hold that office, though without exercisi 
the functions of a Consulting Engineer. tes pea 
_ Jt would be premature to pronounce any opinion on the new system after 
only three months’ experience. We have every hope that it will prove a success” 
af will promote efficiency, and we believe that the Companies will exercise the: 
enlarged powers with discretion, Government interests will be safeguar 
by. means of the Inspectors working under the gona! Board and Exa 
ot Accounts, and we have reserve the power tot e special arrange 
should the circumstances of any line appear to require this course, © 
“One effect of the change will be that some of the Local Governm 
have less direct responsibility for railway work thane they have at present, 
we have no desire to diminish in any way the legitimate influence of. the 
~ Governments in the questions.of railway policy in which they are inter 
pens gh Administrations have been instructed to keep in close direct c 
cation with them in respect of all matters which are not of a technical « 
and the Railway Board will welcome their advice and assistance. 
The disappearance of the last of the old Guaranteed Companies 
word of notice. The Madras Railway, which was established in_ 
_ always been an expense to the State, and we had, therefore, no~ 
recommending to the Secretary of State that the Gas shou 
e earliest date which the contract allowed, The pur 
led last year and took effect from the rst January 1¢ 
yntract with the Southern Mahratta way Comy 
contract with the South i Railwa 
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